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Course abstract

An optional course for PhD studies in political science. The course focuses on analysing and
applying international relations theories and methodological debates in political and social
science.

This course aims to enhance the knowledge about international relations theories, enable
students to understand and discuss the main theoretical and methodological controversies in the
discipline, and comprehensively analyse the literature in the chosen international relations sub-
field .

At the beginning of the course, students will be asked to choose a specific topic (sub-field,
theory/ies or topic/s) in the international relations discipline and then to select and analyse the
most relevant literature in the chosen topic. The course lecturers have to approve the final
literature list.

Course assignments:
1. Analyse the selected literature and participate in a discussion with the course lecturers.

2. Prepare a written literature review: identify the main topics, issues, controversies and ideas,
identify problematic questions relevant to the chosen research field and selected literature.

Course structure:
1. Methodological literature reading.
2. Seminar: a workshop on literature analysis (two weeks later).

3. Individual work: literature reading, preparation of a list of the literature (3 weeks). The list
should be sent to the course lecturers by e-mail.

4. Independent work: reading and analysis of the selected literature (5 weeks).
5. Seminar discussion.

6. Independent work: drafting the text of the written assignment, sending it for review to the
lecturers (6 weeks).

7. Independent work: preparation of the final version of the written assignment (4 weeks).




The final assessment of the course will consist of: a written assignment (70 %) and participation
in the seminar (30 %). The topic of the written assignment has to be approved by the lecturers.
The written assignment has to be around 40000 characters (with spaces).
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