Name of the course Field of study and Faculty Research

its code Department
Department of
Con_temporary Political Political science 02S | IIRPS Po!ltlcal
Regimes Philosophy and

History of Ideas

Study method Number of credits Study method Number of credits
ECTS ECTS

Lectures — Consultations 1

Individual work 6 Seminars 1

Course abstract

Contemporary political regimes — an optional PhD course that focuses on the analysis of contemporary
political regimes, their typology and change. The course's main objectives are to study the works of the
most prominent scholars of contemporary political regimes, assess the underlying assumptions of the
stability and change of different political regimes as well as the current trends, and apply theoretical
models to the study of individual countries and regions.

Main topics:

The concept of political regime. The problem of the typology of political regimes.
Contemporary liberal democracy: ideas and challenges of the reality.
Transitology discipline and its methodological issues.

The diversity of post-communist transformation and its interpretations.

Modern authoritarian regimes and their diversity.

Totalitarianism and its working mechanism.

The contradictions of democratic capitalism.

Forms of study and assessment strategy:

Individual literature studies. Assessment form — written exam.

Literature review and preparation of the research paper. In the research paper, the PhD student chooses
a topic related to the field of contemporary political regimes and the subject of the thesis. Assessment
form — research paper (30 000 — 40 000 characters).
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Mair, Peter. Ruling the VVoid: The Hollowing-out of Western Democracy. London & New York: Verso,
2013.

Norkus Z. Kokia demokratija, koks kapitalizmas? Pokomunistiné transformacija Lietuvos lyginamosios
istorinés sociologijos pozitriu. Vilnius: VU leidykla, 2008.

Norris, Pippa. Making Democratic Governance Work: How Regimes Shape Prosperity, Welfare, and
Peace, Cambridge University Press, 2012.

Norris, Pippa, and Ronald Inglehart, Cultural Backlash: Trump, Brexit, and Authoritarian Populism,
Cambridge University Press. 2019.

North D., Wallis J. and Weingast B. Violence and Social Orders: A Conceptual Framework for
Interpreting Recorded Human History. Cambridge University Press, 2009.

Poguntke T. and Webb P. The Presidentialization of Politics: A Comparative Study of Modern
Democracies. Oxford University Press, 2007.

Pop-Eleches Grigore, and Joshua A. Tucker, Communism's Shadow: Historical Legacies and
Contemporary Political Attitudes. Princeton University Press, 2017.

Rodrik D. The Globalization Paradox: Why Global Markets, States and Democracy Can‘t

Coexist. Oxford University Press, 2011.

Shapiro, lan. The Real World of Democratic Theory. Princeton University Press, 2016. Smith, Graham.
Democratic Innovations: Designing Institutions for Citizen Participation. New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2009.

Streeck, Wolfgang. Buying Time: The Delayed Crisis of Democratic Capitalism. 2ndedition. London:
Verso, 2017.

Svolik, M. The Politics of Authoritarian Rule. Cambridge University Press, 2012.
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Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2018.
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2019, 4(30), p. 56-59.
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Macmillan, 2020.
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2020/1.
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under crisis conditions. London, New York:
Routledge, 2018, P. 135-148.
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